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through the glass of champagne he had raised to his lips,
and said:" Ah, if I am arrested. Captain Moonlight will take
my place/* And Captain Moonlight did* It would seem
that Parnell anticipated the advent of Captain Moonlight
with pleasure, and perhaps at the moment he did, but there
must have been a doubt in his mind* He did not like Captain
Moonlight*

VII
The news of his arrest filled England with joy and Ireland
with grief and dismay* The freedom of London was being
conferred upon Mr* Gladstone a few hours after ParnelFs
arrest, and the old Premier, after the feasting at the Guildhall,
rose and announced that " even within these few moments
I have been informed that towards the vindication of law
and order, of the rights of property, of the freedom of the
land, of the first elements of political life and civilisation,
the first step has been taken in the arrest of the man who,
unhappily, from motives which I do not challenge, which I
cannot examine, and with which I have nothing to do, has
made himself beyond all others prominent in the attempt
to destroy the authority of the law, and to substitute what
would end in being nothing more or less than anarchical
oppression exercised upon the people of Ireland*" The
Lord Mayor and Aldermen and Common Councillors of the
City of London there and then assembled, with their wives
and guests, rose and almost rent the roof with their roaring
cheers* " Parnell's arrest," wrote Sir Wemyss Reid, the
biographer of Mr* Forster, " was hailed almost as though it
had been the news of a signal victory gained by England
over a hated and formidable enemy*" The miseries of
Majuba Hill were now forgotten, nor did the disasters of
Laing's Nek and the Ingogo River haunt the thoughts of
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